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We are passionate followers of JESUS, making disciples by eagerly connecting the community with the faith, hope, and love that transforms. 

—Pastor Ron Pennekamp, Senior Pastor 

www.stpaullakeland.org 

“My wife Barb definitely has to have one of 
these to wear to school to show her PK3 class.” 
 

      This is the best t-shirt we’ve seen lately 

and it has Jesus sitting in the middle of a 

group of superheroes; Batman, Spiderman, 

Ironman, Captain America, The Hulk, Flash 

and of course Superman. Jesus’ words tell it 

all—“And that’s how I saved the world.”  

      Hollywood can make some fantastic 

movies about characters saving the planet 

from cataclysmic disaster, but their stories 

don’t compare with the true story of the One 

who gave His life so that all people could be saved from the disaster of eternal death and destruction. 

This brings me to the point of my devotion to you about Thanksgiving. It is good to give thanks 

to the Lord. We have so much to be thankful for. I have so much to be thankful for. You have so 

much to be thankful for.  

First and foremost, we know the Savior of the world Jesus. We have been given faith to believe 

in the One who loves us so much, He gave His life for the whole world even though we don’t  

deserve it. He did this to give us eternal life. For this we are eternally grateful. 

Second, we are thankful for the Word of God that is the lamp to our feet and the light for our 

path. (Ps. 119:105) God’s Word brings understanding of who we are and more importantly who God 

is and what He has done for us. When we hear it, read it, study it, memorize it and meditate on it, it 

is like a great light shining on a hill that illuminates and generates a life of faith, hope and love.  

Especially when we see what’s happening with the world, mass shootings, bombings, earthquakes, 

hurricanes, wild fires, we know we have Jesus who will always be with us and never forsake us. We 

can even follow the command to “fix your thoughts on what is true and good and right. Think about 

things that are pure and lovely, and dwell on the fine, good things in others. Think about all you can 

praise God for and be glad about.” (Phil. 4:8) 

Third, we can be thankful that as He has loved us, we also can love others. Jesus told His  

disciples “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, 

you also are to love one another.  By this all people will know that you are my disciples, if you have 

love for one another.” (John 13:34) 

My grave concern during these tumultuous days is that the love of those who believe in Jesus 

will grow cold. It’s so tempting to pull back, put up defenses, and try to protect ourselves from 

“those out there.” We may think we are not strong enough or don’t know enough or just don’t have 

what it takes. But if those who know the love of Jesus pull back and become isolated from the world, 

what will come of the world around us? It will be filled with monsters no superhero can conquer. 

Finally, I’m thankful that we have a church where we can “spur each other on to love and good 

deeds” while the end of the story draws near. I’m thankful that we can remind each 

other again and again that we have Jesus the Savior of the World. I’m thankful that as 

He loved us, we can love each other and those who do not yet know Him and tell them 

how Jesus saved the world. Have a blessed Thanksgiving!  

 
AND THAT’S 

HOW I SAVED 

THE WORLD 
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So Many Reasons for Gratitude, 
So Many Options for Generosity 

 

 

During the season of Thanksgiving, leading to the season of celebra�ng Christ’s birth,  

believers relish thoughts of God’s goodness. Faith-filled hearts recognize that gra�tude to 

God for the many blessings given is important. Each blessing, whether recognized or not, 

gives reason to share and spread God’s infinite generosity to others. 

For an unbelieving heart, it is difficult to see such cause for thankfulness. However, the 

believer recognizes that all material, mental, physical and spiritual blessings come from God 

the Father of Crea�on. Immortality comes from the redemp�ve life, death and resurrec�on 

of Jesus the Messiah. All comfort and assurance of peace comes from God’s Holy Spirit. From 

such good news or Gospel blessings flow the myriad of reasons to live in joyful gra�tude. This 

mo�vates a response of generosity. 

This gra�tude, a gi. in and of itself, causes Chris�an people to express generosity to 

loved ones. For those mo�vated in faith, this generosity also extends to and includes  

cherished ministries as extensions of the ‘home.’ Faith realizes a calling to share such GOOD 

NEWS with others beyond our own. 

Like reasons for gra�tude, so also the op�ons for expressing generosity are many!  

Generosity can use �me, acts of service, prayers, and contribu�ons of money to bless  

ministry or provide mercy. Although Lutheran Chris�ans don’t concentrate on our own ‘good 

works,’ these acts of generosity, “prepared in advance for us to do,” are powerful evidence of 

God working through us.  

When expressing their generosity toward others, people usually hope to choose op�ons 

that bless those they seek to help, rather than curse them. Likewise, when people contribute 

money or wealth, their intent is to give in the most effec�ve manner. For guidance, let us 

help you learn op�ons that fit your God-given intent. 

For more informa�on, contact Jim Pennington, SPLC Gi. Planning Counselor, at 863-370-

0305 or james.pennington@lfnd.org. 

This month we are having a food drive called “Give a TON!”  

We did this last year and it was a big success. We are asking our church 

members to bring in food items each Sunday to help keep our pantry shelves 

stocked through the holidays. For the month of November, a scale and table will 

be set up in the church lobby for you to weigh your donations as you drop 

them off. We will keep track of the number of pounds of food donated. If you 

would prefer to make a monetary donation, each dollar you give will count as 

1 pound of food. Please memo your check “Pantry.” Let’s see if we can  

collect a ton/2,000 pounds of food! Here are some pantry item suggestions: 

Pasta, pasta sauce, mac & cheese, cereals, peanut butter, jelly, canned ravioli/

meats, soups, rice, boxed meals, canned fruits, canned vegetables. (Paper  

grocery bags are also needed.) Thank you for helping feed the hungry in our community! 

 

 

VETERAN’S DAY CELEBRATION NOVEMBER 8 
We welcome veterans of the United States Armed Services to a special 

chapel worship and reception on Wednesday, November 8, at 8:25 AM in 
the Worship Center. All veterans are invited to attend.  



Did you know that Polk County is listed in the top ten 

coun�es suffering from food insecurity in the na�on?  

Yes, the whole na�on. The fight against hunger in our county is real. 
 

St. Paul has partnered with Agape Food Bank to help. On Friday, October 6
th

, 25 St. Paul volunteers 

showed up to help pass out the food that Agape brought to our campus. We were able to give out 

cheese, meat, apples, plums, leEuce, plantains and some canned food. We gave away over 10,000 

pounds of food to over 230 families in a liEle over an hour. Those families that came represented  

approximately 900 total people. The people were blessed by our service and our people were blessed 

to serve in this way. 
 

We wanted to do this giveaway in October to help those who were hur�ng due to the effects of  

hurricane Irma. We plan to sponsor another one some�me in January/February. These mobile  

pantries cost $1,000 to hold so if you are interested in helping fund another one, please mark your 

dona�on “food pantry.”  

On October 8
th

, following the ten47  
service, 10 PK & K families boarded our 

school bus and headed to VISTE 
(Volunteers in Service to the Elderly) for 

a serving event. The children made  
birthday cards for VISTE clients who were 

turning 90. The families also ate lunch, 
had a devo�on and received a tour of the 

facility. What a great experience for  
these young children to learn the  
importance of serving others and  

bringing the love of Jesus to the elderly 
in our community. 

What did you do in Guatemala? That is a common ques�on that I get asked, and it is a great one! I answer with this, “I went with a 

team from St. Paul to build a rela�onship with a community called Roblarcito.” That response gets many reac�ons from people. I think most 

people don’t know what to say. When we hear that a team from a church is going to a foreign country that is poorer than the U.S. we  

assume that a project is going to happen—build a house, host a VBS, provide medical care, etc. In fact, St. Paul has done many of those 

things in different countries. So what is different about this trip? 

The team from St. Paul (Jenny Black, Lori Cabrera, ScoE Finley, BreE Garber, Barney Hughes, Nick Moss) went to Guatemala to build 

rela�onships with the people of Roblarcito in hopes of working alongside this community for years to come. Mee�ng and listening to the 

leaders of the community was the primary goal of the trip. We also got to teach some English in the local school, share the Gospel through a 

cra. a.er church on Sunday, and play some soccer!  

In the months to come, our team will share with St. Paul what we learned and how we hope to work alongside the people of Roblarcito. 

If you know one of the team members, make sure to ask them about the trip. We all have stories about how God worked throughout our 

trip and how he has already been working in the community of Roblarcito.  —Nick Moss 



Polk County Special 
Olympics  

Wendy Petterson (SPLS librarian), 
her son Luke (SPLS 5th grader) 
joined Mr. Boyd in presenting a 

new torch to Polk County Special 
Olympics. It was used in the  

opening ceremonies last month at 
Southeastern University. The 

torch was purchased through Buy 
Out Day donations by SPLS  

students and parents.  

Talks with Luther     Vol. 16 
October 18, 2017 

My little pal, Luther the Dachshund is generally 
a very happy little soul. He is sweet, kind, and 

generally friendly to all he meets. Every day when 
he finally gets out of bed, he wakes up with a smile 

on his tail, comes out to the kitchen as the coffee is 
brewing and breakfast and lunches are being prepared 

for the day. He is bright-eyed and ready to face the day. 
But when it comes time for me to leave, it becomes a totally 

different story. He goes back to bed, hides under the blanket and 
becomes very sad as I tell him goodbye. Sadness is something 
that affects all of us from time to time. We are coming up on the 
holiday season and for some of us, instead of great joy and 
thanksgiving, a time of sadness and depression sets in. 

The reformer, Martin Luther, was actually prone to bouts of  
sadness and depression and as a result wrote about this condition 
periodically. Luther said, “Our God dislikes sadness…Our Lord 
God is not interested in sad looks; He did not create the head for 
me to let it hang. He created beasts in that posture.” He continues, 
“God loves gladness! Flee sadness, the author of which is Satan, 
and serve God with gladness. He is the enemy of sadness and is 
bent on destroying it through all His powers, through the Holy  
Spirit, the Sacraments, and the Word of the Gospel.” 
Luther went so far as to define the source of sadness. “The man 
who could learn and really take to heart the lesson Christ teaches 
here…that He is displeased and sorry when the heart of a  
Christian is sad or frightened…would be well off and would have 
won half the battle. For when I get to know the enemy who wants 
to frighten and depress me and am aware of the source whence 

 

thoughts and ideas of this sort come, I already have solid ground 
and footing on which I can base myself, take my stand, defend 
myself against the enemy and say “This is not my Lord Christ, it is 
Christ’s enemy, the wretched devil for he disguises himself as an 
angel of light, picturing himself and posing as Christ himself.” Wow! 

Luther gives us a way to recognize Satan as he tries to attack us 
this way. “But this is a sign by which we may recognize him: He 
(Satan) always leaves a foul odor, that is, he creates a timid, fright-
ened and troubled conscience. To be sure, a Christian also leads a 
life that has much suffering and many temptations on the outside. 
Nevertheless, he can have a confident, happy heart and spirit  
toward God and can expect the very best from Him. Let us learn 
this lesson well: Whatever misfortune may come over us we may 
know and conclude that such things do not come from Christ. One 
who is sad tempts the Devil to tempt him. The deeper a person has 
sunk in sadness and emotional upheavals, the better he serves as 
an instrument of Satan.”  

This is so powerful and we must know and always keep in our 
minds and hearts that God says in Psalm 55, “Cast your cares on 
the Lord and he will sustain you; He will never let the righteous 
fall.” As in all things, God has us today and always. If worry, sad-
ness and depression are plaguing you, cast these worries on the 
Lord. He wants us to and He is there to handle it. He always is. 
God loves you so much and does not want Satan to overtake you. 
He is and always will be victorious. Claim victory in the name of 
Our risen Lord Jesus Christ! Now, how do I get this across to  
Luther the Dachshund!?  

In His Name, Chaplain (or Deacon) Pete and Luther 

HMONG MINISTRY UPDATE 
Dear St. Paul Families, 
Please keep one of my elders, who is my right-hand man, Dr. Meng 
Yang, in your prayers. He has written a very powerful testimony 
about how God has been with him and his wife, how she came to 
know the Lord Jesus Christ and how they are trusting God through a 
very difficult time because of his health. He has been diagnosed with 
stage V kidney disease requiring dialysis and/or a transplant. His 
doctor recommends that he have a kidney transplant and is now look-
ing for a donor match (blood type A+). Dr. Meng and Sarah Yang 
both have been faithful members of St. Paul Lutheran Church since 

they moved to the Lakeland community over a decade ago. Sarah is currently a fulltime student at 
Travis Community College. Copies of Dr. Meng’s letter are available online at our church website  

under “News & Events” and at the Welcome Center for those who are interested in learning more 

about his story. Again please pray for Dr. Meng and may God bless you all.  —Pastor Yang 

NEIGHBORHOOD CHRISTMAS STORE 
We have the opportunity once again to give the gift of giving by  

donating new unwrapped toys for ages 0-18 or donating money to  

purchase toys for Parker Street Ministries Christmas Store. Parents from 

an under-resourced neighborhood receive the dignity of selecting and 

purchasing gifts for their children at 75% off the retail price. Toys can be 

dropped off in the collection boxes located in the church lobby until 

December 3
rd

. Gift ideas are at the Welcome Center or you can go to 

www.psmlakeland.org/ChristmasStore. Volunteers are needed to work 

the store on Dec. 9, 2:30-5:00pm. Please contact Nick if you would like 

to help, nmoss@stpaullakeland.org/863-608-0475. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6-8pm Confirmation 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 

2 
7:15am Men's Group 
12pm Ladies Share 
4pm School Board 
5:30 CancerCare 
6pm Church Properties 

6:30 Men’s Bible Study 

3 
 

FL-GA District Middle 
School Youth  
Gathering in 

Leesburg 
Nov 3-5 

4 
8:30-4pm  

iNeighborhood 
Workshop 

 
MOVE CLOCKS 

BACK  

5 
8:30 WORSHIP -C 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP -C 

5-7pm HS Youth 
5pm New Member Cls 
6:30 Adult Volleyball 

6 
5pm Fall Volleyball 
6pm Financial Peace 

6:30 Knitters 

7 
9am Heritage 
10:30 Prayer Group 

6:30 Trustees 

8 
Veteran’s Celebration 

8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 

9 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 
6:30 Katie’s Ladies 
7pm Marty’s Men 

10 
8:15am PTO Meeting 
 
6pm High School 

Retreat 

11 
 
 

High School Retreat 

12 
8:30 BLOOD MOBILE 

8:30 WORSHIP - C 

9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP - C 

5-7pm HS Youth 
5pm New Member Cls 

13 
9am Circuit Pastor’s  

Meeting 
5pm Fall Volleyball 
6pm Financial Peace 

14 
9am Heritage 
10am Prayer Group 

11:30 Lunch Bunch 
@Peking House 

6:30 Lay Ministers 
 

15 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 

16 
7:15am Men's Group 
12pm Ladies Share 
6:30 Theology Pub 

17 
 
 
 
6-9pm MS Youth 

18 
10am Koffee Klutch 
@ Sandy Jones’ 

home 

19 
8:30 WORSHIP -C 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP -C 

5-7pm HS Youth 

20 
5pm Fall Volleyball 

6:30 Knitters 

21 
9am Heritage 
10:30 Prayer Group 

 

22 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 Thanksgiving  

Worship 
6:30 AL-ANON 
7:30 Adult Choir 

23 
CLOSED 

 

24 
CLOSED 

25 

26 
8:30 WORSHIP -C 
9:30 Hmong Bible Study 
9:45-10:45 CG & CM 
10:45 Hmong Worship 

ten47 WORSHIP -C 

5-7pm HS Youth 
 

27 
12pm Esther Circle 
5pm Fall Volleyball 
 

28 
9am Heritage 
10:30 Prayer Group 
5:30 Advancement  

Fund Board Mtg. 

29 
8:25 CHAPEL K-8 
5pm Bells of Joy 
6:30 Adult Choir 
6:30 AL-ANON 

30 
7:15am Men's Group 
9:15 CHAPEL PK 
9:45 CHAPEL ECEC 
6:30 Men’s Bible Study 

  

DECEMBER 
Newsletter articles due. 

 
 
 
 

All ladies are invited to gather  
together for coffee and fellowship 
every 3rd Saturday of the month. 

Sponsored by the Katie’s Ladies but 
opened to all women 18 years and 
up. Come spend time with others to 
chat about life issues as Christian 

women. This month, on Saturday, 
November 18 at 10am, we will 

gather at Sandy Jones’ home, 6828 
Scenic Hill Blvd. (813-323-2773). 

Breakfast is provided at no cost and 
we will have a session on making 

earrings. Everyone will take a pair of 
earrings home with them.  

iNeighborhood Workshop 
NOVEMBER 4 8:30AM - 4:00PM 

It's all about relationships! Our God spared no expense to restore our relationship with Him. 

Our Lord asks us to also be in relationship with others—to love our neighbor and connect 
them to Jesus. On Saturday, November 4, Bruce Jaeger will facilitate a FREE workshop to 

guide us on how we can BLESS others. You'll want to be there for this energetic and helpful 
equipping session. Join us on November 4th from 8:30am to 4:00pm in the Conference 
Room. Reserve your FREE seat which includes a FREE lunch by contacting Becky Howell 

in the church office, 863-644-7710 ext:423 / bhowell@stpaullakeland.org. 

with Pastor Andy 
Guys 21 and older meet at the Brew Hub, 
3900 Frontage Rd. S., on the 3rd Thursday 
of the month (Nov. 16) at 6:30pm. Come, 
have a drink if you wish and some food or just 
join in the conversation as we look at what it 

means to be a Christian man in the world today. 

NO SCHOOL / ECEC & KID’S CLUB OPEN 
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Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

Wednesday, November 22 
at 6:30pm 

Bring an offering of canned goods  

for our food pantry 

“Give thanks to the Lord, for His love endures forever.” 1 Chronicles 16:34 


